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ABSTRACT

This chapter reviews the extensive literature to date on CCTs for education. Section 2 provides 
background on the origins and expansion of CCTs globally, and describes basic design features 
and variation in characteristics across programs. Section 3 presents a theory of change and an 
economic household decision-making model highlighting key comparative statics and empirical 
predictions for the introduction of an education CCT program. Section 4 discusses key 
methodological challenges in evaluating the impacts of education CCTs. Section 5 integrates and 
updates the extensive evidence to date on the impacts of education CCTs on various outcome 
domains over the life cycle, and provides the most comprehensive view to date on learning 
impacts by meta-analyzing new evidence from more than 30 studies—substantially more than 
prior reviews of the literature. Section 6 reviews the evidence on indirect and general equilibrium 
effects. Section 7 presents a simple model of costs commonly used in the literature, which we 
extend to analyze cost-effectiveness for a subset of programs. Section 8 concludes and highlights 
open questions for future research.
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BCOB���S���S�

�O
���S����������OE������t������� ���J(087&7(0$3�%$'5�&2$0')12'4��'%5((37094�$08�%5738�3$[(2K��7%2(q'7"L3$&709�;2$�73�'�;(3'$�.'%(3$�#2(92$"����e_hz��bc���daece]̀a�ûv̀̂w��4��~l��mMn4�MM?qMr����������C���U����
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���
	���
	��������������B��	�����&
���������!!h���/,4u¬m*H.��0.�2�)*+,-+.�/0�10�89::P;0��%�
�����
	����	����	
'���	
�����������	����
�����������D�	
��������
=��?����
���'�����������=��	����=�	���
���<����¢�����������
�£���QRSTSUV]��d��t���!�d�(F"ij���!!g���/�*��mIm.��0.�2�74+I*+466m.��0�89:P9;0��±bX�caSs\b��Sq�RST̂V\VST]Z�R]pb�\a]TpqXap�VT��«]\VT�§UXaVR]�]T̂�\bX�_]aV��X]T²�̂V̂�\bXª�cS�\SS�q]a³�������(i���&́ ���������	�����



�������������	
����������	������������	����������	���������	���������� !"#$���%&��'&()*+*&(,-�',./�+0,(.120.�-2,)�+&�32++20�.2'&(),04�.'/&&-.5�67*)2('2�10&8�9,8,*',:.��;<=>���?@ABC�DEFEB@GHEIJ��K��LML��K��NOP��Q����RN���S�����T��U�����V�W����X������ !!Y$�����<..2..*(Z�+/2��*8[,'+�&1�,�.'/&&-�.\3.*)4��[0&Z0,8�*(�]2̂*'&_�̀.*(Z�,�.&'*,-�2̂[20*82(+�+&�7,-*),+2�,�)4(,8*'�32/,7*&0,-�8&)2-�&1��'/*-)�.'/&&-*(Z�,()�120+*-*+4���aHEAbcdI�ec@I@Hbc�fEFbEg��K��hi��jklK��mQOP�O�n����R����o	���o������W	p�q��r�����s�	��
��T���� !!t���u*8*+*(Z��v/*-)�u,3&0�=/0&\Z/��w2/,7*&0P3,.2)�x('&82�=0,(.120._�<(�6̂[20*82(+,-�67,-\,+*&(�&1�+/2�;6=x�;0&Z0,8�*(��y\0,-�w0,z*-��x(�{0,z28K�;�K�=z,((,+&.K�|�K�}�~2)-,'2�K��������bBC�Bd�@A�dIC�EC�cdJb@I�bI���dJbI�aHEAbcd��aI�Ec@I@Hbc�GEA�GEcJbFE����~[0*(Z20��




