Varfile

The ASCII program ‘varfile’ is a rectangular compilation of data from all sites of the NCPP, containing roughly 800 variables, with one record per individual.  This particular text file contains variables from various parts of the NCPP without pertinence to any particular variable order.  The ‘varfile’ SAS program is unique in that it not only reads in the data via variable names, but also includes a corresponding ‘real’ name in a note, after the variable name and column number, that may be more useful to the analyst.  In order to incorporate this naming convention with other statistical packages, no more then eight characters constituted the ‘real’ name.  The column numbers were sequential, except for a few small and large gaps.  These gaps were carefully investigated to determine whether information was missing from these areas.  After examination, a note such as /*GAPOK*/ or /*GAPPAGE*/ was added to inform the analyst/programmer that the gaps were correctly inserted and no information was missing.

